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Postal Marker (pictured above)— brownstone post located at the nortuneasvers 
corner of Middletown Road and Worthington Ridge. This is one of the few 
postal zone markers left from Ben Franklin’s time. He devised a system r 
whereby postage was charged by zones marked in miles between distances. This 
marker tells the postrider that it was 11 (XT) miles to the next stop in Hartford 


(H). 


1753-1776 - The Milestone Marker 
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Benjamin Franklin was the first Postmaster General of the Colonies 
(1753-1776). Through his efforts the length of time for mail service 
between cities was cut in half. For example, a letter might take 

<) fourteen days to go between New York and Philadelphia, a distance 
1 of 109 miles. Franklin added twice daily runs between New York and 
- Philadelphia. He toured major post offices, inspected services, and 
: @ made improvements. (In 1790, there were 75 post offices with nine 
, in Connecticut including Hartford, Middletown, New Haven, 

: Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk, Stamford, New London, and Norwich’). 
Typically post offices were in taverns, inns, and general stores. 
Franklin surveyed and shortened routes between cities. In addition, 


11 H (11 miles to Hartford)? 


' On the Internet: The History Box.com: The United States in 1790: The Postal Service 
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he placed milestone markers along main roads. The story is that 
“he had rigged up a device which fitted to the wheel of his 
carriage and which measured off the miles in a manner similar to 
the present-day odometer that measured the miles he had 
traveled.”? The milestones were to mark the route for the mail 
rider and to help in figuring out the postage rate.* “Franklin was 
; accompanied by a cart with heavy stones that was drawn by 

_ sturdy oxen. As each mile was completed, a stone was erected.””° 
q Today, milestone markers can be found in Cromwell, Milford, 
Reading, Stonington, and Wilton, CT, among other places. 


Benjamin Franklin® 


One of the milestone markers is at 949 Worthington Ridge, at the corner of Middletown Road. The 
brownstone marker shows that it is 11 miles to Hartford (H 11). “Originally, the marker was located 
along the road, but a truck struck it and broke it into 3 pieces. Mrs. Eliza Galpin asked permission to 
have the stone removed to a spot inside the fence surrounding her property. The stone was repaired and 
moved.”’ Today the stone stands on the inside of the sidewalk, near the corner of Middletown Road 
and Worthington Ridge. 


Can you see the brownstone marker in front of the 
house? (Middle bottom) 


949 Worthington Ridge® 


Of course, there once were other milestone markers. “But the others have vanished, as have most other 
vestiges of early times.”? 
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